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Detailed Action 

Amendment 

1 . This office action is in response to applicant's amendment dated 6-5-06 and this action is 
final 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent 
No. 3,958,304 to Barbee in view of U.S. Patent No. 4,939,814 to Tillion. 

Referring to claim 1, Barbee discloses a tripe cleaning apparatus adapted to wash and 
refine a quantity of trip, the apparatus comprising, a vessel - at 12, defining an inner chamber - 
see figure 1, for retaining a quantity of tripe - at 76, and a rotatable member - at 24, housed 
within the chamber - see figure 1 , and adapted to rotate in a first direction and a second direction 
- see column 2 lines 59-68, the rotatable member presenting a washing surface and a refining 
surface - see any two different surfaces of item 24 in figure 5, wherein rotating in the first 
direction causes the tripe to be washed by the washing surface - see column 2 lines 59-68. 
Barbee does not disclose that movement in the second direction causes the tripe to be scarified. 
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However, this is an intended use/functional limitation in an apparatus claim and it is deemed that 
the device of Barbee is capable of scarifying the tripe during movement in the second direction 
in that during the movement in the second direction the tripe - at 76 is caused to contact the 
spiral baffles - at 70,72 - see column 2 lines 59-68 and column 3 lines 1-5 and as seen in figures 
1 and 5, the baffles - at 70,72 have thin edges extending the entire length of the baffles which 
contact the tripe and during contact with the tripe are capable of scratching/scraping the tripe and 
thus scarifying the tripe by the refining surface. Barbee does not disclose the refining surface is 
more abrasive than the washing surface. Tillion does disclose the refining surface - at 56,62, is 
more abrasive than the washing surface - at the interior of 16 or - at 48 - see column 3 lines 8- 
67. Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to take the device of 
Barbee and add the abrasive refining surface of Tillion, so as to allow for the device to more 
thoroughly clean any unwanted contaminants from the any carcasses that may be difficult to 
remove with just the application of water. 

Referring to claim 2, Barbee as modified by Tillion further discloses a motor - at 42, 
connected to the rotatable member - at 24, and operable to rotate the member in the first 
direction and in the second direction - see for example column 2 lines 59-68 of Barbee. 

Referring to claim 3, Barbee as modified by Tillion further discloses a switch connected 
to the motor (inherent) and having a first state and a second state, wherein the switch causes the 
motor to rotate the member in the first direction when in the first state and causes the motor to 
rotate the member in the second direction when in the second state - see for example column 2 
lines 59-68 where the motor is controlled to change the direction of rotation of the device based 
on the state of the tripe being cleaned. Further, it is inherent that the motor since it is electrically 
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powered is controlled by a switch device such as that shown in U.S. Patent No. 3,1 12,518 to 
Doggett et al. which discloses a switch - at 158,160,182,184,206,208,210,212 for controlling the 
operation of the drive motor - at 134 as seen in figure 10 and column 5 lines 51-75 and column 6 
lines 1-18. 

Claims 4-6, 8 and 13-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Barbee as modified by Tillion as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of CH Patent No. 
597763. 

Referring to claim 4, Barbee as modified by Tillion does not disclose the rotatable 
member is a substantially circular disc. The Swiss patent does disclose the rotatable member is a 
substantially circular disc - see at 3, 3\ 31 in figure 1. Therefore it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art to take the device of Barbee as modified by Tillion and add the 
rotatable member being a circular disc of the Swiss patent, so as to allow for the tripe to be 
quickly cleaned with the contaminants quickly removed form the interior of the device. 

Referring to claim 5, Barbee as modified by Tillion and the Swiss patent further discloses 
the disc presents an upper surface and a plurality of disc projections connected to the disc 
adjacent the upper surface - at 70,72 as seen in figure 5 of Barbee where the projections - at 
70,72 project from the disc shaped bottom of the member - at 24, the projections adapted to 
wash the trip when the disc is rotated in the first direction - see for example column 2 lines 59- 
68. Barbee as modified by Tillion and the Swiss patent does not disclose that movement in the 
second direction causes the tripe to be scarified. However, this is an intended use/functional 
limitation in an apparatus claim and it is deemed that the device of Barbee as modified by Tillion 
and the Swiss patent is capable of scarifying the tripe during movement in the second direction in 
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that during the movement in the second direction the tripe - at 76 is caused to contact the spiral 
baffles - at 70,72 - see column 2 lines 59-68 and column 3 lines 1-5 and as seen in figures 1 and 
5, the baffles - at 70,72 have thin edges extending the entire length of the baffles which contact 
the tripe and during contact with the tripe are capable of scratching/scraping the tripe and thus 
scarifying the tripe. 

Referring to claim 6, Barbee as modified by the Swiss patent further discloses each of the 
disc projections - at 70,72, presenting radially oriented longitudinal axis - see figure 1, a 
washing surface - at either side of items 70,72, and the washing and refining surfaces spaced on 
opposite sides of the axis - see figure 1 of the Swiss patent. 

Referring to claim 8, Barbee as modified by the Swiss reference further discloses the 
washing and refining surfaces each presenting a slope from the upper surface of the disc to the 
longitudinal axis - see - at 70,72 in figure 5 of Barbee. 

Referring to claim 13, Barbee as modified by Tillion and the Swiss reference further 
discloses the vessel - at 12 of Barbee, presenting an inner vessel wall - at the interior of 12 as 
seen in figures 1 and 5, that at least partially defines the inner chamber - at 24 - see figure 1 of 
Barbee, and a baffle - at 70 or 72, fixedly connected to the vessel adjacent the inner vessel wall 
and readily protruding within the chamber - see figure 5 of Barbee. 

Referring to claim 14, Barbee as modified by Tillion and the Swiss patent further 
discloses the baffle - at 70 or 72 of Barbee, presenting a longitudinal axis, a washing baffle 
surface - at either side of item 70 or 72 and a refining baffle surface - at the other side of item 70 
or 72, the washing baffle surface adapted to deflect tripe when the tripe is rotated in the first 
direction - see figures 1 and 5, column 2 lines 59-68 and column 3 lines 1-5 of Barbee, the 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/709 ,2 1 0 Page 6 

Art Unit: 3643 

refining baffle surface adapted to deflect the tripe when the tripe is rotated in the second 
direction - see for example figures 1 and 5, column 2 lines 59-68 and column 3 lines 1-5 of 
Barbee. Barbee as modified by the Swiss reference does not disclose that movement in the 
second direction causes the tripe to be scarified. However, this is an intended use/functional 
limitation in an apparatus claim and it is deemed that the device of Barbee as modified by the 
Swiss patent is capable of scarifying the tripe during movement in the second direction in that 
during the movement in the second direction the tripe - at 76 is caused to contact the spiral 
baffles - at 70,72 - see column 2 lines 59-68 and column 3 lines 1-5 and as seen in figures 1 and 
5, the baffles - at 70,72 have thin edges extending the entire length of the baffles which contact 
the tripe and during contact with the tripe are capable of scratching/scraping the tripe and thus 
scarifying the tripe. 

Referring to claim 15, Barbee as modified by Tillion and the Swiss patent further 
discloses the refining baffle surface being gritted - see at 56,62 of Tillion. 

Referring to claim 1 6, Barbee as modified by Tillion and the Swiss patent further 
discloses the refining baffle surface presenting a plurality of baffle projections - see at 70,72 of 
Barbee - at 56,62 of Tillion and - at 31,41 of the Swiss patent. 

Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Barbee as 
modified by Tillion and the Swiss patent as applied to claim 6 above, and further in view of U.S. 
Patent No. 6,508,699 to Santoriello et al. Barbee as modified by Tillion and the Swiss patent 
does not disclose the refining surface is either serrated, knurled or gritted. Santoriello et al. does 
disclose the refining surface - at 22,24, is serrated - see for example figures 6 and 8. Therefore it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to take the device of Barbee as 
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modified by Tillion and the Swiss patent and add the refining surface being serrated of the 
Santoriello et al. reference, so as to allow for any unwanted contaminants on the treated 
carcasses to be removed before further processing. 

Claims 1 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Barbee as 
modified by Tillion and the Swiss patent as applied to claim 5 above, and further in view of U.S. 
Patent No. 6,168,51 1 to Amstrup. 

Referring to claim 11, Barbee as modified by Tillion and the Swiss patent does not 
disclose the disc presents a plurality of drain holes. Amstrup does disclose the disc - at 18,22, 
presents a plurality of drain holes - at 20 - see figures 5-6. Therefore it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art to take the device of Barbee as modified by Tillion and the 
Swiss patent and add the disc with drain holes of Amstrup, so as to allow for the liquid used to 
clean the meat to be quickly removed from the device after use. 

Referring to claim 12, Barbee as modified Tillion and by the Swiss patent and Amstrup 
further discloses the projections - proximate 19 and 29 of Amstrup, defining a plurality of 
projection openings - at 19,29, the disc projection openings axially aligned with the drain holes - 
at 20, so as to present a plurality of through holes - see figures 5-6 of Amstrup. 

Claim 19 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Barbee as 
modified by Tillion as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of U.S. Patent No. 2,823,414 
to Seal et al. Barbee as modified by Tillion does not disclose the vessel including a washing fluid 
inlet pipe nozzle, a refining fluid inlet pipe nozzle and a cold water inlet pipe nozzle, each of the 
nozzles being configured to connect the chamber with an external fluid source. Seal et al. does 
disclose the vessel - at 10, including a washing fluid inlet pipe nozzle - at 45 or 46, a refining 
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fluid inlet pipe nozzle - at 45 or 46 and a cold water inlet pipe nozzle - at 45,46, each of the 
nozzles being configured to connect the chamber with an external fluid source (not shown but 
connected to the piping shown in figures 1 and 3-4 connected to the nozzles - at 45-46. 
Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to take the device of 
Barbee as modified by Tillion and add the fluid nozzles of Seal et al., so as to allow for the meat 
in the vessel to be cleaned of any contaminants prior to further processing. 

Claims 20-26 and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the 
Swiss patent in view of Barbee and Tillion. 

Referring to claim 20, the Swiss patent discloses a tripe cleaning apparatus adapted to 
wash and refine a quantity of tripe, the apparatus comprising, a vessel - at 1 with a wall - at 
4,4', 4 1 ,41', defining an inner chamber - at the interior of item 1 as seen in figure 1 , wherein the 
chamber is adapted to contain the quantity of tripe - see figure 1, a disc - at 3,3', housed within 
the chamber - see figure 1, and rotatable in a first direction - see at 26,27 in figure 1, the disc 
including an upper surface - see figure 1, and a plurality of disc projections - at 31, projecting 
form the upper surface of the disc - see figure 1, each of the disc projections presenting opposed 
washing and refining surfaces - see at either side of the central axis of the disc - at 3,3' in figure 
1 , the washing surfaces being substantially smooth - see the wires at 3 1 at 3 in figure 1, and the 
refining surfaces begin abrasive - see at 31 at 3' in figure 1, where the wires at 31 are adapted to 
abrade the tripe during rotation of the device, and a motor - (not shown but connected at 
26,27,28) connected to the disc - see figure 1, for selectively rotating the disc in the first 
direction - see for example figures 1-2, wherein rotating the device causes the tripe to be 
scarified by the refining surfaces - see at 31,41 in figure 1. The Swiss patent does not disclose 
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the device is rotatable in a second direction via the motor and wherein rotating in the first 
direction causes the tripe to be washed by the washing surfaces and rotating in the second 
direction causes the tripe to be scarified by the refining surfaces. Barbee does disclose a tripe 
cleaning device having a rotating member - a 24 with a disc shaped bottom wall - see proximate 
1 6 in figure 1 , which is rotatable in first and second directions via the motor - at 42 - see for 
example figure 1 and column 2 lines 59-68, wherein rotation in the first direction the device is 
adapted to wash the trip when the disc is rotated in the first direction - see for example column 2 
lines 59-68. The Swiss patent as modified by Barbee does not disclose that movement in the 
second direction causes the tripe to be scarified. However, this is an intended use/functional 
limitation in an apparatus claim and it is deemed that the device of the Swiss patent as modified 
by Barbee is capable of scarifying the tripe during movement in the second direction in that 
during the movement in the second direction the tripe - at 76 is caused to contact the spiral 
baffles - at 70,72 - see column 2 lines 59-68 and column 3 lines 1-5 and as seen in figures 1 and 
5, the baffles - at 70,72 have thin edges extending the entire length of the baffles which contact 
the tripe and during contact with the tripe are capable of scratching/scraping the tripe and thus 
scarifying the tripe. Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
take the device of the Swiss patent and add the motor rotating the device in a first and second 
direction of Barbee, so as to allow for the meat to be properly cleaned of any contaminants prior 
to further processing. The Swiss patent as modified by Barbee does not disclose the refining 
surface being more abrasive than the washing surface. Tillion does disclose the refining surface - 
at 56,62, is more abrasive than the washing surface - at the interior of 16 or - at 48 - see column 
3 lines 8-67. Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to take the 
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device of the Swiss patent as modified by Barbee and add the abrasive refining surface of 
Tillion, so as to allow for the device to more thoroughly clean any unwanted contaminants from 
the any carcasses that may be difficult to remove with just the application of water. 

Referring to claim 21 , the Swiss patent as modified by Barbee and Tillion further 
discloses a plurality of baffles - at 70,72 of Barbee, connected to an inner surface of the wall of 
the vessel - at 24 - see figure 5 of Barbee, and protruding inwardly from the wall - see figure 5 
of Barbee, each of the baffles including a baffle washing surface - see at either side of items 70 
or 72 and a baffle refining surface - at the other side of items 70 or 72 - see for example figures 
1 and 5 of Barbee. 

Referring to claim 22, the Swiss patent as modified by Barbee and Tillion further 
discloses each projection washing surface - see at 70,72 in figure 5 of Barbee, is adapted to 
deflect the tripe - at 76, against the inner wall of the vessel - at 24, when the device/disc is 
rotated in the first direction so that the tripe contacts at least one of the baffle washing surfaces - 
see for example figures 1 and 5, column 2 lines 59-68 and column 3 lines 1-5 of Barbee. 

Referring to claim 23, the Swiss patent as modified by Barbee further discloses each 
baffle washing surface - at 70,72, is adapted to deflect the tripe toward a center of the disc - see 
figures 1 and 5, and column 2 lines 59-68 of Barbee. 

Referring to claim 24, the Swiss patent as modified by Barbee and Tillion further 
discloses each refining surface - at any portion of items 70,72 of Barbee, is adapted to deflect the 
tripe against the inner wall of the vessel - at 24 of Barbee, when the disc is rotated in the second 
direction so that the tripe contacts at least one of the baffle refining surfaces - see for example 
figures 1 and 5 and column 2 lines 59-68 of Barbee. The Swiss patent as modified by Barbee 
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does not disclose the refining surface is adapted to scarify the tripe. However, this is an intended 
use/functional limitation in an apparatus claim and it is deemed that the device of the Swiss 
patent as modified by Barbee is capable of scarifying the tripe during movement in the second 
direction in that during the movement in the second direction the tripe - at 76 is caused to 
contact the spiral baffles - at 70,72 - see column 2 lines 59-68 and column 3 lines 1-5 and as 
seen in figures 1 and 5, the baffles - at 70,72 have thin edges extending the entire length of the 
baffles which contact the tripe and during contact with the tripe are capable of 
scratching/scraping the tripe and thus scarifying the tripe. 

Referring to claim 25, the Swiss patent as modified by Barbee and Tillion further 
discloses each baffle refining surface - at any of the surfaces of items 70,72, is adapted to deflect 
the tripe toward a center of the device/disc - see figures 1 and 5 and column 2 lines 59-68 of 
Barbee. The Swiss patent as modified by Barbee does not disclose the refining surface is adapted 
to scarify the tripe. However, this is an intended use/functional limitation in an apparatus claim 
and it is deemed that the device of the Swiss patent as modified by Barbee is capable of 
scarifying the tripe during movement in the second direction in that during the movement in the 
second direction the tripe - at 76 is caused to contact the spiral baffles - at 70,72 - see column 2 
lines 59-68 and column 3 lines 1-5 and as seen in figures 1 and 5, the baffles - at 70,72 have thin 
edges extending the entire length of the baffles which contact the tripe and during contact with 
the tripe are capable of scratching/scraping the tripe and thus scarifying the tripe. 

Referring to claim 26, the Swiss patent as modified by Barbee and Tillion further 
discloses each projection refining surface and each baffle refining surface being gritted surfaces- 
see at 56,62 of Tillion. 
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Referring to claim 28, The Swiss patent as modified by Barbee and Tillion further 
discloses a switch connected to the motor (inherent) and having a first state and a second state, 
wherein the switch causes the motor to rotate the member in the first direction when in the first 
state and causes the motor to rotate the member in the second direction when in the second state 
- see for example column 2 lines 59-68 of Barbee where the motor is controlled to change the 
direction of rotation of the device based on the state of the tripe being cleaned. Further, it is 
inherent that the motor since it is electrically powered is controlled by a switch device such as 
that shown in U.S. Patent No. 3,1 12,518 to Doggett et al. which discloses a switch - at 
158,160,182,184,206,208,210,212 for controlling the operation of the drive motor - at 134 as 
seen in figure 10 and column 5 lines 51-75 and column 6 lines 1-18. 

Claim 29 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the Swiss patent 
as modified by Barbee and Tillion as applied to claim 20 above, and further in view of U.S. 
Patent No. 2,823,414 to Seal et al. The Swiss patent as modified by Barbee and Tillion does not 
disclose the vessel including a washing fluid inlet pipe nozzle, a refining fluid inlet pipe nozzle 
and a cold water inlet pipe nozzle, each of the nozzles being configured to connect the chamber 
with an external fluid source. Seal et al. does disclose the vessel - at 10, including a washing 
fluid inlet pipe nozzle - at 45 or 46, a refining fluid inlet pipe nozzle - at 45 or 46 and a cold 
water inlet pipe nozzle - at 45,46, each of the nozzles being configured to connect the chamber 
with an external fluid source (not shown but connected to the piping shown in figures 1 and 3-4 
connected to the nozzles - at 45-46. Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art to take the device of the Swiss patent as modified by Barbee and Tillion and add 
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the fluid nozzles of Seal et al., so as to allow for the meat in the vessel to be cleaned of any 
contaminants prior to further processing. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 30-32 are allowed. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-8, 11-16, 19-26 and 28-29 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

5. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
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however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 



examiner should be directed to David J. Parsley whose telephone number is (571) 272-6890. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8am to 4pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
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Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
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